
Fairlawn 
Parks & Recreation

October 2016 - February 2017



              Movie in the Park
          Saturday, October 15
          Fort Island Park (413 Trunko Rd)

        
        

Beggars’ Night
Sunday, October 30, 2016

5:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Homes wishing to participate should 
turn on their front porch light.

The movie screen will be on the 
basketball courts and we will have 
a camp fire ready to make s’mores 
and marshmallows before the movie.  
We will also have popcorn, cider and 
other goodies so bring your blankets 
and chairs and enjoy a movie in the 
park!  Hocus Pocus will start as soon 
as it is dark enough (about 7:30). 
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 Make your own  Gingerbread House 
 Wednesday, December 15  5:30 pm - 7:30 pm 
 Fairlawn Kiwanis Community Center 
 (3486 S. Smith Road)
 Make your own graham cracker 
 gingerbread house with all 
 your favorite candy! We will 
 have all the basics, but you 
 may bring your own special
 toppings if you wish!  
 $5 per gingerbread house
 Santa will also be stopping by to visit!  Register by Dec. 13 
www.cityoffairlawn.com/parks to register

      Pastries & Pallets
          Wednesday, November 9  
         6:00 pm - 8:00 pm      $35
          Fairlawn Kiwanis Community Center 
           3486 S. Smith Road
 Gather some friends, enjoy some pastries and paint a pallet (14x18) 
 that you will take home that night.  We will do the Ohio design with  
 the shape of Ohio as the O.  An All Fired Up 
 instructor will guide you as you amaze yourself 
 with a talent you may not have known you had! 
 Register by November 7
 www.cityoffairlawn.com/parks to register



4  Come Out & Play!

Santa is Calling
 On Tuesday, December 6th and Wednesday, December 7th, from 5:30-7:00 p.m., Santa Claus
 will be calling local children.  Please fill out the information clearly and drop off or mail form to  
 Fairlawn City Hall by Monday, December 5, 2016.

 _______________________________________    __________________________________________
 Child’s Name      Help Santa pronounce your child’s name correctly

 Male   Female       Age ______  Grade ______  (__________)  _________________________
  circle one       Phone # (Local Calls Only Please)

 Child lives with:  Mom ______  Dad ______  Both ______ Other __________________________________

 Names and ages of brothers and sisters:  ______________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________________________

 Pet:  _____________________________ Best Friend: ___________________________________________  

 School:  __________________________  Favorite Teacher: ______________________________________

 What does your child want for Christmas? _____________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________

 What will your child likely receive for Christmas?  Santa makes no promises!_________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________

 Special information about your child (hobbies, interests, or anything you would like Santa to talk about):

 _______________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________
 Preferred night for Santa to call:  _____ Tuesday, December 6th 
     _____ Wednesday, December 7th 
     _____ Either Night 
 Calls not able to be made on Tuesday will be tried on Wednesday if time permits.
 Since this is the busiest time of year for him, Santa will only have time for one phone call to each family.  Please
 do not ask Santa to call at another time.  If your child is not available, do you want Santa to leave a voicemail for  
 your child?  ______   _______
                         Yes     No
 Drop off or mail forms to: Santa is Calling  Fairlawn City Hall 3487 S. Smith Rd. Fairlawn, Ohio 44333
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6   Come Out & Play!
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NATURE PROGRAMS
 Nature Programs are held at the Fort Island Park Learning Resource Center (413 Trunko Road) and the  
 surrounding park. Dress Requirements: Participants are required to wear shoes or boots, dress 
 appropriately for the weather (we hike rain or shine), and dress to get messy. Some suggestions for 
 outdoor programs are:  Water-proof shoes or boots,  gloves and hats, sunscreen and/or bug spray 
 applied before the program. A water bottle is recommended.  Please make arrangements for siblings as 
 only those children registered may attend the program.  Refund requests must be made 72 hours prior 
 to start of class, after that there are no refunds.
 Fall Winter Hours: Monday - Friday 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
 Saturdays 10:00 am - 2:00 pm October-November (hours change in December)

 Questions? 330-668-9518 or dunnt@ci.fairlawn.oh.us 

Drop-In Programs
Yoga for Adults and Seniors
Wednesdays            10:00 am-11:00 am
Join us at the LRC for an hour of gentle stretching 
and yoga poses while listening to meditative music.  
Good for the health of body and soul.

Children’s Nature Story Time with Activity
First Saturday of each Month (Oct-Feb)     11:30am
Participants will gather in the LRC library.

Fall Park Cleanup Day
Monday, November 28                    11:00 am - 4:00 pm
No school today?  This is a good time to help us keep 
your park free of trash and debris.  Gloves and trash 
bags will be provided.

Great Backyard Bird Count
December 18
Those wishing to participate can come in anytime 
before December 18 and pick up a Birds of 
Ohio field checklist, some free ID guides and 
accompanying bird sounds CDs, all provided by 
the Ohio Division of Wildlife. Counts are due in on 
December 18.  

Game and Puzzle Day
Monday, January 2           10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Spend a day off from school with friends playing 
board games, card games, nature games, puzzles, 
and other activities.  Come and go as you please.  
Join in the fun!

Nationally Celebrated Events
We will have activites and information for each 
event.
 

October  National Bat Appreciation Month 
October 12  National Fossil Day
October 22  National Color Day 
November 8  National STEM Day
 Science, technology, engineering, and math 
 activities
November 17  National Take a Hike Day
November 13-19  Geography Awareness Week
December 5 National Ninja Day
 Dress like a Ninja and get a prize!
December 16 National Ugly Christmas Sweater Day
 Wear your ugly Christmas sweater and get 
 a prize! 
January 4 National Trivia Day
January 5 National Bird Day 
 Learn about the Great Backyard Bird Count
February National Bird Feeding Month
 Learn about bird diet and pick up a sample 
 of bird seed to take home
February 27 National Polar Bear Day
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Home School Science
Second Monday of months Oct-May      1:00 – 2:30 pm
Lessons will be held indoors and outdoors.  Lessons are 
geared primarily to children in second through sixth 
grade and meets the elementary science standards as 
defined by the Ohio Department of Education.
 
Bird Hikes 
Oct 14, Nov. 7, Nov. 28, Dec. 15                9:30 am
Minimum 5 participants
Learn more about the common birds that make our 
park their home for the fall and winter. You will learn 
how to identify 10 common birds that you may see on 
any given day, their nesting habits, and their diet.

Fall Leaf Collecting and Hike
Monday, October 17        11:00am
Minimum 5 participants
Join in on a hike through the park and make a fall leaf 
collection while learning how to identify your leaves 
and how to press them.  Participants under 8 must be 
accompanied by an adult.  

Bats! Program and Hike
Wednesday, October 19         6:00 pm
Minimum 5 participants
Join us to learn more about the Bats of Ohio and how to 
identify some common bat species and observe these 
nocturnal flying mammals that are essential to our 
ecosystem.  Participants under 8 must be accompanied 
by an adult.  

Fall Hikes
October 25, November 22, December 9 12:00 pm
Minimum 5 participants
Naturalist guided hikes through Fort Island Park to 
enjoy our beautiful fall days.  Participants under 8 
must be accompanied by an adult.  

Animal Olympics
November 4, December 5, January 26    11:00 am   
Want to get a close up look at some of our LRC animal 
education ambassadors?  Join us for an hour of close-
ups with Checkers the Great Plains Rat Snake, see 
our box turtles run a turtle race, watch Talulah, Dora, 
and Boots the ferrets chase and climb, and other 
encounters. 

Astronomy Nights
Friday November 4 and Friday December 2   7:00 pm
Minimum 5 participants
Groups are welcome! Participants under 8 must be 
accompanied by an adult. 
 
Fall Full Moon Hikes
Nov. 14 and Dec. 13  5:00 pm
Minimum 5 participants
Learn about the fall full moons along with other nature 
facts while enjoying the changing, falling leaves and 
crisp air.  

Winter Hikes
December 27, January 6,  February 3     12:00 pm
Minimum 5 participants
Guided hike through Fort Island Park to enjoy 
the winter scenery. Participants under 8 must be 
accompanied by an adult.  

Junior Animal Keeper Day
Friday, January 20                                   1:00 pm
Ages:  10 and up 
Have you wondered what we feed the animals, how we 
clean their cages, what it takes to make sure they are 
healthy, how we give them play time and how to handle 
difficult animals?  Have you thought that maybe you’d 
like to volunteer at the LRC?  Come to this program and 
learn what it takes to care for all of the LRC animals 
and what it’s like to volunteer here.  Maybe you can 
join the team! 

Art Night: Poetry, Artwork, Photography
Friday, February 17                      6:00 pm
Minimum 5 participants
Bring your submissions to the LRC and gather with 
other local artsy folks to view and hear your works of 
art.  Everyone who participates will receive a token of 
appreciation.  Prizes will be given for best poem, best 
photo, and best art piece.

Free Programs
Registration for the following programs is required a minimum of the day before the program.  
Please register online or by calling 330-668-9515, email dunnt@ci.fairlawn.oh.us or stop in the 
LRC.  www.cityoffairlawn.com/parks
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Fall Craft Days
$3/$2 Fairlawn Residents            11:00 am 
Saturday, October 15                    Register by Oct 14 
Saturday, November 19              Register by Nov 18 
Looking for something creative to do or gift ideas?  We 
will have a variety of nature-themed craft items.  

Bob Ross Inspired Fall Painting
$12/$10 Fairlawn Residents           Ages:  10 and up
Friday, October 21              6:oo pm - 8:30 pm
Register by Oct. 20       Maximum of 10 participants
Everything you need will be provided.  We will use 
canvas board, oil paints and a variety of brushes.  You 
will learn many techniques and improve your painting 
skills, but even beginners produce works that look 
fantastic!   Wear old clothes that you don’t mind getting 
paint on.  
 

Halloween Extravaganza!
$3/$2 Fairlawn Residents           
5:00 pm - 7:00pm
Friday, October 28                   Register by Oct 27              
Enjoy  our annual Halloween costume contest, painting 
pumpkins, campfire with s’mores, drumming, and a 
spooky forest walk.  

Little Ducklings
$5/$4 Fairlawn Residents              Ages: 2-4
Wednesdays Nov. 2, 9, 16, 23        12:00 pm - 12:45 pm
Register by Oct. 31                  Minimum 5 participants 
This program is filled with lessons from the Council for 
Environmental Education.  The lessons will connect 
children to nature and science, spark creativity, and 
develop a respect for living things.  Science, Math, and 
Language are all targeted as part of the early childhood 
learning standards. 

Beginning Nature Pencil Drawing
$8/$6 Fairlawn Residents              Ages:  10 and up
Thursday November 10             6:00 pm - 7:30 pm
Minimum 5 participants
Ever wanted to try your hand at pencil drawing?  We 
will teach you skills in basic pencil drawing, including 
lines, perspective, shading, lighting, and more.  Drawing 
pads and a drawing pencil set will be provided.  We 
may go outside, weather permitting.

Winter Craft Day
$3/$2 Fairlawn Residents    11:00 am         
Saturday, December 17  Register by Dec. 16
Friday, December 23  Register by Dec. 22
Looking for that last minute homemade holiday gift?  
Take part in our winter craft days and make a variety 
of nature-themed items.  

Mad Scientist Day
$2/$1 Fairlawn Residents    Ages: 5 and up     1:00 pm
Wednesday, December 28       Register by Dec. 27 
Minimum 5 participants
Science experiments are fun and cool!  Come for a fun-
filled time at the LRC engaging in some interesting 
science experiments using common household items 
and ingredients.  

Winter Fun Day
$2/$1 Fairlawn Residents 10:30 am - 12:00 pm
Friday, December 30     Register by Dec. 29
Minimum 5 participants
Spend your day off from school at the LRC engaging 
in some animal encounters, games, challenges, 
adventures, and other fun nature related events to 
pass the time! 

Bones Bonanza
$2/$1 Fairlawn Residents           1:00 pm
Tuesday, January 3                        Register by Jan. 2
Minimum 5 participants
Do bones freak you out?  Do they look cool or gross?  
Come to the Bones Bonanza to touch, hold and learn 
about animal bones.  Includes a craft. 

Bob Ross Inspired Winter Painting
$12/$10 Fairlawn Residents      Ages:  10 and up
Friday, January 27                 6:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Register by Jan. 26           Maximum of 10 participants
Everything you need will be provided.  We will use 
canvas board, oil paints and a variety of brushes.  You 
will learn many new techniques and improve your 
painting skills, but even beginners produce works that 
look fantastic!  Prepare to have lots of fun and make 
new friends!  Wear old clothes that you don’t mind 
getting paint on.  

Registration for the following free programs is required by the registration deadline date provided 
in the program description.  Go to www.cityoffairlawn.com/parks and follow the links to register 
online or download a form to mail in. 

Paid Programs
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Valentine’s Craft Day
Cost:  $2/$1 Fairlawn Residents   Cost is per class
Monday, February 13 or Tuesday, February 14
11:00 am - 1:00 pm  Register by Feb. 11
This craft class is perfect timing for those who want 
to make something special and homemade to show 
your love for a family member or sweetheart on this 
Valentine’s Day!

Meteor Showers You Can View at Home
Draconids Meteor Shower – October 6-7
Orionids Meteor Shower – October 20-21
Taurids Meteor Shower – November 4-5
Leonids Meteor Shower – November 16-17
Geminids Meteor Shower – December 13-14
Ursids Meteor Shower – December 21-22
Quadrantids Meteor Shower – January 3-4

Get Paid to Play!!
Summer Recreation Leaders Wanted for 2017

Seasonal position for our daily, outdoor ten-week park program, June 5 - August 11 with 
some weekend and evening events. Must be energetic, personable, enjoy interacting with 
children and their families, have valid driver’s license, clear background check and drug 
test on orientation day and be available the entire 10 weeks (no vacations).  Applications 
available at Fairlawn City Hall (3487 S. Smith Road) and at www.cityoffairlawn.com/parks.   

All applications must be received by February 28th 

How Can You Help The LRC?
Donate much needed items from our wish list or 
volunteer to help with animal care, office duties, 
programs, and facility and park maintenance.  If 
interested, contact the Naturalist at 330.668.9518

WISH LIST
Perishable Foods
Greens * Vegetables (fresh and frozen) * Canned Tuna 
(in water) * Apples * Oranges * Peppers * Strawberries 
* Blueberries * Live Minnows * Bird Seed (Wild and 
Domestic) * Dried Fruit Bits * Live Crickets * Live 
Mealworms * Live Superworms * Red Wigglers * 
Various Pet Foods
Other
UVA/UVB Lights * Fleece Blankets * Towels * Wash 
Cloths * Craft Supplies *Aspen or Carefresh Pet Bedding 
* Yesterday’s News Cat Litter * Puppy Pee Pads
Non-perishables
Gallon Zip-lock Bags * Quart Zip-lock Bags * Freezer 
Bags * Unscented Liquid Laundry Detergent * Dawn 
Dish Soap * Tissues * Clorox Disinfecting Wipes
Gift Cards
PetSmart * Pet Supplies Plus * Lowe’s * Target * Acme * 
Hobby Lobby * Pat Catan’s *Amazon
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FAIRLAWN-KIWANIS COMMUNITY CENTER ACTIVITIES
3486 S. Smith Road

Epilepsy Support Group 
See website for dates    7:00 pm - 9:00 pm   Upper Level
Meet others who understand epilepsy. Learn strategies to manage your or your family member’s 
seizures and make new friends. Food is provided and the event is free. We can’t wait to see you there! 
For more information:  info@empoweringepilepsy.org or Leigh Goldie 440-248-6158

Fairlawn Seniors
First Monday of each month    11:00 am     Upper Level
Join our Fairlawn Seniors for a different event each month. Send your e-mail to seniors@
cityoffairlawn.com to be put on the notification list or call 330-668-9515 with questions.  

TAI CHI... Health. Balance. Strength.
Mondays      6:00 pm - 7:15 pm   Lower Level 
Tai Chi’s movements are slow and deliberate, coordinated with mindful breathing. Regular practice 
can improve cardiopulmonary fitness, bone health, leg strength, endurance and balance. It’s good for 
the brain! Low-impact, weight-bearing, Tai Chi is a great exercise program for people of all ages and 
physical abilities; a great cross-training program for athletes. Certified Instructor Nancy Gardner, 
LMT, APP. REGISTER: Call NG Energy at 330-945-5533

Fairlawn City Women’s Club
1st Friday of each month     9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.   Upper Level
All women, regardless of residence, are invited to attend the Fairlawn City Women’s Club meetings. 
This Club is a civic/social organization. Fundraisers are held for scholarships for students residing in 
the Copley-Fairlawn School District and the needs of the community. For more information contact 
President Sandy Maxson at 330-701-2370 or Membership Chair Susie Bedall at 330-864-9396 or 
sbedall@att.net.

Fairlawn City Garden Club
2nd Friday of each month     9:30 am     Upper Level
We have a variety of programs planned, including daytrips to beautiful parks in NE Ohio, crafts to 
make, and great speakers! Please join us!  For more information call Elaine Cohen at 330-836-8038.

Veterans of Foreign Wars Fairlawn Post #349
3rd Wednesday of each month    10:00 am     Conference Room
“The ties that bind.” All VFW members are welcome to attend. For information regarding 
membership, please call Commander Bruce Killian at 330-204-0386 or Peter Ryerson at 330-867-7813

World War II, Korean and Vietnam Wars Roundtable
4th Thursday of each month    6:45 pm – 8:30 pm    Upper Level
This organization meets once a month with a speaker on topics relating to World War II, Korean and 
Vietnam Wars. Yearly dues are $15.00. Please call Joe Geiger at 513-460-3291. 

Fairlawn Toastmasters
1st, 3rd and 5th Tuesday of each month  7:00 pm – 8:15 pm    Upper Level
We provide a mutually supportive and positive learning environment in which everyone can develop 
communication and leadership skills, which, in turn, fosters self-confidence and personal growth. 
To learn more about Toastmasters, e-mail nancy.toast@gmail.com



Council Members
 Russ Sharnsky, At Large, President
 Rick Herbert, (W1) Vice President
 Kathie Baum (W6)
 Phil Brillhart (W4)
 Barbara Potts (W2)
 Joe Simonetti (W5)
 Todd Stock (W3)

Park & Recreation Board
 Dot Rapp
 M. J. Parri
 Keri-Ann Kalavity
 Beth Hofacker
 Judy Gerdes
 Tara Regan, Alternate

Mayor William J. Roth Jr.

October 3: Pot Luck (bring a 
covered dish or dessert) Gene Kiefer 
speaks on Irving Berlin.

November 7: Thanksgiving Turkey 
Dinner with a speaker on the music of 
the 40’s and 50’s.
 

December 5:  Christmas Dinner 
provided, bring Christmas Cookies, 
Nadine Clar will speak on her 
adventure of decorating the White 
House for Christmas.

January 9: Brown bag lunch, movie 
and popcorn 

February 6: Soup and Dessert 
Contest

Questions?  
Email seniors@cityoffairlawn.com 

Park & Recreation Department
 Laurie Beisecker, Director
 Bridget Helmer, Asst. Director 
 Troy Dunn, Naturalist    
 Hannah Driscoll, Asst. Naturalist

ROMEO’S 
(Retired Old Men Eating Out) 
2nd Tuesday of every month 
9:00 am at First Watch

Ladies Out To Lunch Bunch  
3rd Monday of every month
11:45 am at designated restaurant

October: Honey Baked Ham 
November: Olive Garden  
December: Applebees 

Upcoming Senior 
Events

     
  Seniors (55+) from Fairlawn and 

the surrounding communities are 
welcome.  
All events take place on the first 
Monday of the month (unless 
otherwise dated) at 11:00 am at 
the Fairlawn Kiwanis Community 
Center (3486 S. Smith Road).
Coffee, tea and water will 
be provided at each event.  
Homemade desserts are always                                                            
welcome!



OTHER CITY NEWS
Overnight Parking 
Fairlawn has an overnight parking ordinance (COF 452.08) that is enforced.  Parking on city 
streets is prohibited between the hours of 3:00 AM and 6:00 AM.  If you have a special temporary 
circumstance, such as out of town guests or driveway repairs, contact the Police Department at 330-
670-4300 and they will extend courtesy to you.

Fairlawn City Hall
3487 S. Smith Road
Fairlawn, OH  44333

330-668-9500

Building & Zoning Department  330-668-9521
Fire, non-emergency   330-668-9540
Parks & Recreation Department  330-668-9515
Learning Resource Center   330-668-9518
Police, non-emergency   330-670-4300
Service Department   330-668-9550
Tax      330-668-9525
Finance Department   330-668-9524
Emergency     911

Fairlawn Kiwanis Community Center  Learning Resource Center
3486 S. Smith Road     413 Trunko Road
330-668-9515      330-668-9518

Bicentennial Park       Croghan Park      Fairlawn Park                 Fort Island/Griffiths Park
3486 S Smith Rd       99 N. Miller Rd         3303 Ridgewood Rd      413 Trunko Rd
  

Cancellation/Refund Policy 
for all Fairlawn Parks and Recreation Events:

Due to the overwhelming success of our programs and the number of children that are put on 
waiting lists we have implemented the following policy:
Refund requests must be made 72 hours prior to start of class, program or activity, and provided 
the request does not drop the enrollment below the required minimum, after that there are no 
refunds.  Failure to attend a registered class, program or activity will be considered a forfeiture of 
materials supplied and all money paid.

Please Note...

Classes/programs are canceled 
if the Copley-Fairlawn schools are closed due to weather


